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Link Microtek sets up engineering  

apprenticeship scheme 

Link Microtek, the UK 
manufacturer and supplier of 
m i c r o w a v e  a n d  R F 
components and systems, has 
set up an apprenticeship 
scheme within the company’s 
engineering workshop and 
taken on Stuart Gain as its first 

recruit.  

From its premises in the heart 
of Basingstoke, Link Microtek 
designs and  p roduces 
waveguide components and 
subsystems for use in military 
a n d  c o m m e r c i a l 

communications applications.  

Manufacturing these products 
requires the application of 
traditional engineering skills, 
but according to managing 
director Steve Cranstone, 

there is a real dearth of such 
expertise in the UK. “We are 
lucky to have a first-class  
engineering team that has 
been  s te eped  i n  the 
microwave world for many 
years, together with a 
w o r k s h o p  s t a f f e d  b y 
experienced toolmakers and 

machinists,” he said. 

“However, we recognise that 
future success in this area will 
depend on our ability to pass 
o n  o u r  a c c u m u l a t e d 
k no wle dge  to  a  n e w 
generat ion  of  younger 
employees, and that is why we 
have now set up the 

apprenticeship scheme.” 

As Link Microtek’s first 
apprentice, Stuart Gain initially 
spent one day a week at the 
company’s premises while 
finishing a National Diploma in 
Manufacturing Engineering at 
Basingstoke Col lege of 

Technology.  

He is now working full-time in 
Link Microtek’s prototyping and 
development workshop, under 
the watchful eye of his mentor. 
As well as being able to apply 
what he has learned in a 
p ract i cal  manufactu r ing 
environment, he is rapidly 
acqui r ing a  range o f 
engineering skills whilst 

completing his apprenticeship. 

Stuart commented: “The 

apprenticeship and mentoring 
have helped me greatly, and 
the support and knowledge of 
the older members of the team 

are invaluable.” 
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